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The Anchor,j;

A new year is beginning.
We enter it with hopes and
fears, and with much more
uncertainty than in most
years we can remember. We arein a
global recession. No one knows if things
will get worse or how long it will be before
things start to get better.

Some religions might encourage their be-
lievers to focus on spiritual things and not
worry about the things of this world. While |
certainly believe it is true that we focus way
too much on possessions and that this can
be a good time to pay much more attention
to relationships, our Christian faith calls us
to take this life seriously. Jesus did not
come to help us escape from the problems
of this world. Jesus came into this world to
join us in the midst of the problems of this
world, bringing a love and hope that can
transform our lives and the world. The
question for us as Christians is not how we
can escape the problems we see around
us, but how we can live in ways that
express the love and hope Jesus brings.

As we enter this new year, | would like to
share with you what | consider to be one of
the most profound statements of faith | have
ever encountered. It was written by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor as
part of a New Years Reckoning in 1943
after ten years of Nazi rule in Germany.
Within a few months after writing these
words Bonheoffer was arrested by the
Nazis and ultimately executed for plotting
against Hitler.

A few articles of faith on the sovereignty of
God in history ......
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| believe that God can and will bring good
out of evil, even out of the greatest evil.
For that purpose he needs people who
make the best use of everything. |
believe that God will give us all the
strength we need to help us to resist in
times of distress. But he never givesitin
advance, lest we should rely on ourselves
and not on him alone. A faith such as this
should allay all our fears for the future. |
believe that even our mistakes and
shortcomings are turned to good account,
and that it is no harder for God to deal
with them than with our supposedly good
deeds. | believe that God is no timeless
fate, but that he waits for and answers
sincere prayers and responsible actions.

Let us enter this new year with hope and
courage, trusting ourselves to God who
has faithfully seen us through so much in
all the past years. And let us live as
those who believe that God waits for and
answers sincere prayers and responsible
actions.

kkkkkkkkkkkkk

We will have our Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 25t at 10:45
a.m. | encourage all members to attend
this important meeting.

kkkkkkkkkkkkk

Penny and | want to thank all of you for
your cards, gifts and other expressions of
caring and support during the Christmas
season. Itis a joy to be a part of the First
Lutheran Church family (even if we aren’t
exactly thrilled with the winter weather)!
May we grow and serve together in 2009
and in many more years to come

Pastor Bruce

VOLUME 23, ISSUE 1

JANUARY 2009

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Thank you, Welcome 2/3
New Members, New
Grandparents, Recipe
Corner, Puzzle

Words to Ponder,
January Library News,
Thank you, Altar Guild,
FYI ....., Request for
Reports

4/5

Council Highlights, Prayer
List, Living the New
Year, Grace Matters
News, Offering Envelopes

6/7

Book Club, Ruth Circle,
Offering, Quilters need,
Annual Meeting, January
Birthdays & Anniversaries
& Prayer Calendar

8/9

January Calendar,
Sunday School Snippets

10/11

insert

The Readings for
January 2009

1/4/2009
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:10-18

1/11/2009
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

1/18/2009
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

1/25/2009
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
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On Sunday, December 21,
2008,
and

became First Lutheran'’s
newest members

Landon is the son of Joseph and Donielle
Anderson. Big sister, Laila, was proud to
celebrate the special occasion. Landon's
sponsors were Toby Luxton, Kellie Luxton and
Samuel Anderson. Pastor Bruce Booher
officiated.

We welcome James Paul Agajanian into
membership thru baptism. We are happy that he
chose to be baptized at First Lutheran Church.
Nancy Martin was his sponsor and Pastor Bruce
Booher officiated.

grandparents of a new

~ grandson! Camden

_ Michael Grommes was
born just after 3:00 PM
on Sunday, Dec. 21*,
He was 8 pounds, 2 ounces and 20 1/2 inches
long. Proud parents are Nick & Angie
Grommes.

s

Congratulations also to

! They are new grandparents of a new
baby boy too! Henry Gilbert is the son of
their daughter Nerissa and her husband Matt.
Although the family lives in San Francisco,
Wally & Kathy are still enjoying him as much
as they can! “Awesome”, says Wally.

Dear Friends of First Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your
generous donation of $30 to the
Kendall County Food Pantry
(KCFP). The KCFP currently pro-
vides food, clothing and other necessities to in-
dividuals and families in need in Kendall

County.

We simply could not meet those needs
without the partnership of those in our
community willing and able to help, such as
you.

My sincerest Thanks,
Maria Spaeth
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Mark Chapter 1, Puzzle 1
1 2
Across ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Down
3 4 5
1. what God baptizes 2. temple of worsh
with s ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 4. persons
3. unclean one 5 — 5. flowing water
6. serve L . 7. oracle
9. Northern Israel ° ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 8. wild animals
10. male child o — 11. Creator
11. good news 12. people were
13. accept as true N 1 possessed with
14. the devil I o these
17. go after 15. consumed
18. comply 13 ‘ ] s ‘ 16 16. fishing tool
20. white bird L 17. temperature
21. shoe 19. ship
23.days in the 7 FEREC ] 22. personal
wilderness ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ - possession
20 21 ‘ ‘ ‘ -
22
23 -
WORD LIST
ate demons forty Holy Spirit nets river synagogue
beasts dove Galilee leper obey sandal
believe fever God minister people Satan
boat follow gospel my prophet son

Copyright 2002 by Christian Ministry Resources, PO Box 2301, Matthews, NC 28106, 800-222-1840, www.churchsecretarytoday.com|
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Words To Ponder - “How to Live the New Year”

If you haven’t made your New Year’s resolution yet, how about these from
Paul’s letter to the Romans?

Let us have no imitation Christian love. Let us have a genuine break with
evil and a real devotion to good. Let us have real warm affection for one an-
other as between brothers, and a willingness to let the other man have the
credit.

Let us not allow slackness to spoil our work, and let us keep the fires of the ‘ﬂqe'l”eay‘]head
Spirit burning, as we do our work for God.

Base your happiness on your hope in Christ. When trials come, endure them patiently;
steadfastly maintain the habit of prayer.

Give freely to fellow Christians in want, never grudging a meal or a bed to tose who
need them. And as for those who try to make yur life a misery, bless them. Don’t curse,
bless.

Share the happiness of those who are happy, and the sorrow of those who are sad. Live
in harmony with one another. Don’t become snobbish but take a real interest in ordinary
people. Don’t become set in your own opinions.

Don’t pay back a bad turn with a bad turn, to anyone. Don’t say, “It doesn’t matter what
people think,” but see that your public behavior is above criticism.

As far as your responsibility goes, live at peace with everyone. Never take vengeance
into your own hands, my dear friends: stand back and let God punish if He will.

Don’t allow yourself to be overpowered with evil. Take the offensive — overpower evil
with good.

i%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

* LIBRARY NEWS - JANUARY

%

i‘;ﬁ Many of you have read the book, “Marley and Me’ by John Grogan about his lovable,
# unruly dog. Perhaps you have seen the movie that was just released. We have another
% great book about a dog, “SATURDAYS WITH STELLA, How My Dog Taught Me to Sit,
%ep Stay, and Come When God Calls’, by Allison Pittman. The author adopts a mixed breed
%@» puppy that she names Stella. She tells of the Saturdays the two of them spend at

;'§§§ obedience school. In this funny, touching book, she compares the commands that her
;‘§;§ dog learns to our need for spiritual obedience.

%

%Also on display are three books of fiction that women will enjoy,
% “COLORADO WEDDINGS” by Joyce Livinston, “LADY OF LIGHT”
Pl by Kathleen Morgan, and “AL/IFORNINA CHANCES” by Tracey

# % Bateman, Cathy Marie Hake, and Kelly Eileen Hake. We thank
§Joan Dettman Triantafillou for the donation of these books.

%*
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FOOD DRIVE IN FEBRUARY
The Social Concerns Committee will be
collecting for the Kendall County Food
Pantry during the month of February.

3k sk st sk s sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skoskoskoskoskok

They will NOT be doing the collection

during January as in previous years.
sk sk sk sk sk sfe st sk sk ske sk sfe sk sk sk ske sk sieoskeoskeoske sk s skeskoskesk sk

Watch your Anchor and bulletin for further
details.
Any questions contact Jane Hyte at 552-7095.

Altar Guild will have its Installation of
Officers and potluck dinner on
Monday, January 26th, 2009 at 6:00
p.m. Everyone will meet at Diane
Kupp's home, 2018 Pauline PI., Plano,
IL (Woodwind subdivision off of Little
Rock Road). The main course will be
provided—just bring a dish to pass. We

invite anyone interested in Altar Guild
to come and join us for a glass of wine,
good food, and conversation

/

)

ALTAR GUILD
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Altar Guild will be taking down the Christmas
decorations on Saturaay, January 10, 2009 at
9:.00 AM. Any help would be greatly
appreciated, so please stop by if you are able.
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Committee Chairpersons

It’s time to prepare the Annual Report!
Please be sure to turn in your 2008
Committee Report to the church office
| "##$. Thank
you for your effort in getting this
completed in a timely manner.
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Council Highlights — December 9, 2008
% Pastor noted he will be on vacation from Dec 26-28™ There will be
o |___only one Worship Service at 9am on Sunday, Dec 28" led by the Youth.
7 7“} T "% There are 3 upcoming Baptisms. One adult and one child on Dec 21* and
i | | one child at the 5pm Christmas Eve service. Pastor will be attending the
COUNCIL MEETING N6 rthern Tllinois Synods meeting on the current financial situation.
Noted by Bob Pilmer on behalf of entire Council gratitude of the Choral Service held last
Sunday, Dec 7" with thanks to all participants. Virgil noted that the committee had gone
over the Thanksgiving, Choral and Community Services during the latest meeting. There
was discussion on the possibility of having a Recognition Sunday for people who help in
the community such as Fire Protection, Police, etc. Also noted that the replacement
Assisting Minister robes had arrived. There was discussion on the possibility of using
Mavis Morphey memorial monies to purchase a Funeral Pall (a linen for draping over the
casket during the Funeral Service).
Due to a continued lack of donations, the Committee has given thirty days notice to
WSPY to discontinue the Grace Matters Program. The last Sunday of broadcast will be
Sunday, Dec 28™. Also noted the Committee will run Newspaper ads before and after
Christmas to invite people to worship at First Lutheran
Noted discussion continued on possible shared Youth Director with the Methodist and
Baptist Church. This is still a very preliminary discussion with lots of questions that need
to be followed up. Noted that VBS will once again be a combined venture with the
Methodist and the Baptist. The Youth trip to New Orleans show there will be a cost of
$700-800 per person. Nine youth and two adults will be attending. Eight will once again
attend the Work camp in Cincinnati. A digital camera has been donated by friends of the
Congregation, Brian and Melissa Corrado.
Meeting was held with discussion on employee salaries. After much discussion committee
decided due to the continued financial situation to recommend to the Stewardship
committee a small increase of just 2.5% across the board to all paid employees
Evaluations will be given to each Council member to fill out on each paid employee of
First Lutheran that they have contact with in regards to job performance. Long Range
Planning Committee met with discussion on how the Church might begin to grow
numerically.
Council looked over the proposed 2009 Budget, with a recommendation from the
Stewardship Committee for a 2.5% pay raise to all paid employees. Pastor raised issue of
needed funds in his discretionary fund, requesting $400.00. Jerri Lynn Baker made motion
and seconded by Kathy Tyler, with the motion carried, to add line item to the Budget,
under Benevolence: Pastor’s Discretionary fund. Motion was made by Virgil Hyte and
seconded by Don Sampson to accept the proposed Budget with the addition of the $400.00
to Pastor’s Discretionary fund. Motion carried.
Next Meeting — Tuesday, Jan 13™ 2009; Devotions — Bob Pilmer
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Prayer - Carolyn Steele (friend of LN HENBEN
List Lolis Tweed) Dcvyer Chacn
e Jim Bohrer 4 ‘

Please keep the
following people
in your prayers...

Greg Harmon

. need of prayers.

Bertha Mealey
Rich Thompson
Cheryl B. (sister of Kathy

Those serving in the military

Also remember to pray for those
who are closest to you and pray

Those not named here who
are hospitalized or are in

If you or someone you know is in
need of prayers, please call the
church office to be added to this
list.

If you would like to activate the
Daytime Prayer Chain, please
call the church office. If there is

Meyer) ) for yourself and your needs.
e Angela Sisko
e Sue Frank Remember - at the beginning

Lorraine Kolzow

e Jake Audette . .
. like someone on the list,
= SandiL. please call the church office,
= Karla Reinboldt or use your Communion/
« Ryan Heller visitor card.

of the month, we start with a
“fresh” prayer list. If you'd

no answer or it is after 1:30 PM,
please contact Lydia Boring @
688-6982.

The evening Prayer Chain is
available after 5:00 PM. If you
would like to activate the evening
Prayer Chain please contact
Brenda Albright at 552-4226.

@,
PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR

God give you faith this coming year!
The faith that will not fail in keenest test;
That trusts and sings in midst of fire and storm,
And dares rely upon his Word and rest.

God give you hope this coming year!
The hope that through the darkness sees atar —
The purifyving hope that fondly waits
The rising of the Bright and Morning Star:

God give you love this coming year!
His own great love that burns out for the lost;
That intercedes, and waits, and suffers long —
That never fails, nor stops to count the cost..

Je

Prayer
for the
Year

| | Ahead

- Margaret D. Armstrong

—— §__-

B e

December 28", 2008 will be the

% & ' & on WSPY.

Due to a continued lack of donations (and

yearly price increases), First Lutheran

Church is no longer able to sponsor these

broadcasts. Alternate (local) stations are:
Chicago - WYLL - AM 1160 or
Rockford - WNTA - AM 1330

Both are Sundays at 6:30 AM.

Please remember to pick up your
2009 Offering Envelopes at the

back of the sanctuary. If you =
don’t have any, and need some, '
please contact Norm Schlesinger.

We’re still accepting commitment forms
and Time and Talent sheets too, if you
have not yet completed one! You can leave
them in the secretary’s office. Thank you
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Book Club News (ﬁ‘ 2
19 )

The Book Club will meet on
Wednesday, January 7, 2009
at 9:00 AM.

The book for discussion this
month is ‘Family Tree” by
Barbara Delinsky
Please join us!

Ruth Circle will meet on
Thursday, Jan 8, 2009 at

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

Sunday, January 25, 2009

10:45 AM

e e

The Quilters
== i * arein need of
EurTs=d T == Dbatting so they
TEEETT 7T can continue

their work on comforters. If you are

able to give a donation, it will help
the group purchase more of the
batting. The quilters complete 100
quilts every season to donate to
Lutheran World Relief or other
worthy causes. Any help from you is
greatly appreciated!

i o

- L
Newsletter Offering Report L
oy
*44-)3 5)- -3 -,  ( )*+ - - .-y
11/23 $3,264.17 Received $157,850.70
11/30 $2,615.34 Need $176,131.80
hort 18,281.10
12/7 $3,604.51 Sho (818,281.10)
12/14 $3,250.52
12/21 $2,922.42 IR LT
- (
Beginning Bal.
$14,869.13
Income
$173,462.24
- - 4+ , .+, —( Expenses
Need Per week $3,443.23 $174,026.60

(Annual Budget divided by 52 weeks)

Ending Balance
$14,304.77
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
4- Denise Krause .
Michael Miller 780{’%0[0%& &
5- Joe Anderson 0 000000
7- Ruth Nelson “HM HH | @é@
8- Megan Johnson %
10-Sharon Brue AN

11-Doug Boring
12- Franklin Read %
14 - Ava Martin : .
15-Jazmin Tullock %WW&
16- Halie Baker
Don Baker
19-Karen DeBolt
Dakota Malert
Alex Porter
Renee Mahoney
20-Tom Huhn
Jim Stevens
Tim Miller
21-Tim Kern
25-Mikayla Schmidt
Jeff Hoehn
26-Bob Robinson
28-Marge Briggs
29-Donielle Anderson
30-Mike Grommes
Erin Johnson

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
9- Bill & Bonnie Howell

IF WE HAVE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY OR
ANNIVERSARY, WE DID NOT MEAN TO!

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AND LET US
KNOW YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY
DATE, AND WE WILL UPDATE OUR RECORDS.
THANK YOU.

A2 22 222 22 2 2 2 2 2 22 2 2 2 2 22 2 2 2 2 22 2 22 2 22 2 22 2 22 2 2 2 2 2 22 2 X 2 2 2 2~

9/?4}/5&/

4 LENDNE
The world is a chaotic and confusing place.
Prayer is the conduit that connects us to God
and opens up the possibilities of direction and
understanding. Prayer is not just for pastors.
All of God’s people are invited to pray on the
behalf of others. Please include the following
members of the First Lutheran family in your
daily prayers.

JANUARY

1 - Halie Baker

2 - Levi Baker

3 - Scott & Therese Ballinger

4 - Craig, Paige, Spencer, Taylor, &
MacKenna Beal

5 - Steve, Kathy, Alex, & Maggie Benoit

6 - Amber Bissonette

7 - Cassandra Bissonette

8 - Heather Bissonette

9 - Richard, Carol & Kayla Bissonette

10 - Gary Blankenship

11 - Jim Bohrer

12 - Bruce & Penny Booher

13 - Todd, Lydia, Doug, & Nancy Boring

14 - Carl Bossio

15 - George & Wanda Bossio

16 - Jack & Margaret Briggs

17 - Wayne, Jennifer, Will, Weslye, &
Tommy Brown

18 - Marion & Sharon Brue

19 - Erica Carter

20 - Alice Crawford

21 - Steve, Karen, Laura, Katelyn, &
Andrew DeBolt

22 - Leon & Bobbi Dettman

23 - Tammy Dettman

24 - Maurice & Susie Dilts

25 - Connie Downey

26 - Erick Fields

27 - Tom, Peggy, & Sara Fields

28 - David, Jane, Dillon, & Noah Ford

29 - Jane Foster

30 - Madison Fowler

31 - Mark, Doris, Heather, & Jennifer

Fowler
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January 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
7:30 AM - Men's
New Years Day Bible Study
B W I OFFICE CLOSED
&
I OPPORTUNITIES
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
WELCA Coffee Sale 9:00 AM - Quilting 9:00 AM - Book Club 1:00 PM - Ruth Circle 7:30 AM - Men'’s
8:15 AM - LBW Bible Study
Worship 7.00 PM - LMM
9:15 AM - Coffee 7:00 PM- 5:30 PM - Weight
Fellowship Stewardship 6:00 PM - Confirmation | Watchers 9:00 AM - Removal of
10:45 AM - LBW 7:00 PM - Social 7:00 PM - PYAA Class Christmas decorations
Worship Concerns 6:45 PM - Bells 7.00 PM - Property &
7:15PM - Sr. Choir Maintenance
COMMITTEE 7:30 PM - Long Range
REPORTS DUE!! Planning
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:15 AM - WOV 11:30 AM - 4:00 PM - 9:00 AM - Quilting 7:30 AM - Men's
Worship Pre-School Screening s Bible Study
9:15AM - Coffee A
Fellowship 7:00 PM - Church 5:30 PM - Weight ... «-
9:30 AM - Sunday Council 6:00 PM - Confirmation | Watchers Y,
School resumes Class "
10:45 AM - WOV 6:45 PM - Bells 6:30 PM - Education /
Worship 7:15PM - Sr. Choir Youth Aux
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Anchor Deadline 9:00 AM - Quilting 7:30 AM - Men'’s
8:15 AM - LBW Bible Study
Worship
9:15 AM - Coffee 7:00 PM - Mary Martha | 6:00 PM - Confirmation | 5:30 PM - Weight
Fellowship b - Class Watchers
9:30 AM - Sun. School Lty ' 6:45 PM - Bells
10:45 AM - LBW e, 7:15PM - Sr. Choir
Worship a dream
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
SS Children Sing 11:30 AM - 4:00 PM - 9:00 AM - Quilting 7:30 AM - Men'’s
8:15 AM - WOV Pre-School Screening Bible Study
Worship
9:15 AM - Coffee 6:45 PM - Worship & 6:00 PM - Confirmation | 5:30 PM - Weight
Fellowship 6:00 PM - Altar Guild @ | Music Class Watchers
9:30 AM - Sunday Diane Kupp's 6:45PM - Bells
School 7:15PM - Sr. Choir

10:45 AM—ANNUAL
MEETING
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Sunday School Snippets 3&=
@
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~

o~
Sunday School

Takes Winter Break

There will be no Sunday School classes on
December 28" & January 4. Classes will
resume on January 11*". We wish safe
travels to all during the holiday season.

Sunday School to Collect for

County Food Pantry
During the month of February, Sunday
School children will be collecting non-
perishable food items for the Kendall County
Food Pantry. Please keep this in mind as you
do your holiday shopping. Questions about
items the food pantry needs, should be
directed to Jane Hyte, Social Concerns
Committee Chairperson.

Sing to the Lord

At First Lutheran, members are interested
in starting up choirs for our young people. If
your child is interested in singing or ringing
and spending time with other Sunday School
children, please leave a message with the
church office. Students in middle/high
school are invited to join the Adult Choir or
ring the bells. Contact the church office for
choir practice times/days.

Students may also sign up for special music
times throughout the year and the summer.

Choir is a great way for your children to get
to know other children and share their gift
of music with others.

Thank You

What a delightful Sunday School Program!!
Our darling angels, shepherds, wise men and
Holy Family were awesome! Thanks to the
high school students for choosing very
appropriate and meaningful readings and to
our 5" & 6" graders for their “Cartoon
Christmas.” Thanks to all the teachers for
preparing and practicing special
performances. Thank you to the students
for doing such a great job singing, speaking
and performing!

It was great hearing all of our students
ringing the joy of Christmas throughout our
sanctuary.

All ages were able to celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ in a special way and it
made for a very fantastic day.

Special thanks, too, to the adult secret pals
who showered Christian love and special
gifts to their Sunday School Secret Pals.
What a joyful day as the children smiled
from ear to ear and opened their cards and
gifts from their special anonymous friends.

The Light of Jesus
Shines in Us All..

Happy New Year to Everyone!




First Lutheran Church
Plano, lllinois

200 N Center Street
Plano, IL 60545

Phone: 630-552-8263
Fax: 630-552-7198
Email:
churchsecretary1@ shcglobal.net

"First in Spirit, First in
Faith, Firstin
Outreach”

We are on the Web!

firstlutheranchurchplano.org

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Permit #3
PLANO, IL

WORSHIP TIMES

Sunday: 8:15 AM

10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship: 9:15 AM
Sunday School: 9:30 AM

Communion offered at both
services.

Nursery services available at
both services.

OFFICE HOURS

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am-1:30 pm

Secretary:  Ann Hagemann

E-mail: churchsecretaryl@
sbcglobal.net

Pastor: Rev. Bruce Booher
E-mail: Starpastor@aol.com




